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 Introduction 
 This is the fi rst time this paper has been sat by students and overall, the standard of candidate’s 
responses was comparable with the previous specifi cation.  Students answered the full spread 
of questions equally, apart from question 6, which was answered by far fewer students than 
question 5.

There are some administration issues which I would like to draw attention to:

Candidates should be reminded to indicate which question they have chosen by putting a cross in 
the correct box.

If a candidate writes more than the space in the question paper allows, they should use the extra 
pages at the end of the exam paper, giving a clear comment to that effect, and labelling the 
extra work with the question number. 

There is a choice of two questions per section each containing four sub questions. Candidates 
attempt either all sub questions from the fi rst question or all sub questions from the second 
question. Where a candidate starts answering one question and then answers part of the other 
question they will not be able to receive full marks for all their responses. It is good practice to 
put a line through the question they have not chosen. 
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 Question 1(a) 
Candidates who had learnt the specifi cation and defi nitions and  used them got 2 marks.

Candidates who got 1 mark for this question often did not make the distinction between having 
the ability to choose and the right to do.

Many students wrote that free will is having the right to do what you want which only got 1 mark. 
 

 

     Question 1(b) (c) (d) 
 Some candidates did not link this part (b) question to the design argument. 

They also found giving two developed reasons diffi cult. They should try to clearly separate them. 
For example my fi rst reason is... my second reason is...

Many candidates did not answer the part (c) question on unanswered prayer very well, as they 
gave reasons why Allah did not answer all prayers. 

  

Examiner Tip

Students should learn the key word defi nitions from the specifi cation.

Examiner Comments

This is the defi nition of a different key word and therefore is 0 marks. 
Candidates need to make sure they provide a defi nition to the correct 
key word.
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Examiner Tip

This student did not get marks for (d)(ii) because they did not address the question. Candidates 
need to make sure they answer the question set.

Examiner Comments

The part (b) question gained 2 marks for a developed reason that the world is perfectly designed 
for humans and animals and that everything is in the right place, and 1 mark for a brief reason 
that it states this in the Qur’an.
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   Question 2(a) 
 Most students answered this question accurately. 

  

     Question 2(b) (c) (d) 
 Many students did not gain marks on this part (c) question because they answered the question 
about religious experiences by referring to religious upbringing. This is a different bullet point 
in the specifi cation, which asks about miracles, numinous experiences, conversion and so on. 
Candidates need to be aware of the language of the specifi cation. 

  

Examiner Comments

This is a correct response and got 2 marks. It did not need the second 
line, as it had already scored maximum marks.
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Examiner Tip

One way to keep focused is by making reasons really clear eg using ‘my fi rst reason 
is...’, my second reason is...’.  

Examiner Comments

The part (c) question in the example was given 4 marks for one developed reason as the candidate 
talks about how the revelation led to belief in Allah.
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 Question 3(a) 
 Most students answered this question correctly. 

  

  

     Question 3(b) (c) (d) 
 Many candidates did not gain marks on the part (d) question as they believed that euthanasia
is legal. 

  

Examiner Comments

This is a correct answer and got 2 marks, although it is alternative 
wording to the specifi cation defi nition.
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Examiner Tip

Students should be taught to clearly address the question. The students who did well on 
part (c) questions used the word “because” many times. For example, Muslims believe 
in life after death because it gives this life meaning...

Examiner Comments

The part (c) question was given 4 marks for one developed reason i.e. that life after death is in
the Qur’an and what that belief is. There is a lot of description about what Muslims believe.
To get higher marks, the candidate needed to say why.
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      Question 4(a) 
 Some students gave defi nitions of euthanasia, such as helping someone to die. 

  

     Question 4(b) (c) (d) 
 Students did well on this part (c) question as they clearly understood the reasons why Muslims 
are against euthanasia.

Some students did not understand the part (b) question and were confused by either the word 
media, or the word criticise. 

  

Examiner Comments

This student got 1 mark as this is partially correct.
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Examiner Tip

On (b) and (d) questions, students must clearly agree or disagree. This response does 
this well.

Examiner Comments

The response to this part (b) question gave three reasons but the question asks for two. Neither 
reason is developed, so the candidate can only get 2 marks. The part (c) question starts well,
but the candidate then starts saying why some Muslims would agree with euthanasia which is
not asked for, and then gives defi nitions of different types.
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Question 5(a) 
 Most students answered this correctly. Those who did not confused it with the word adult. 

 

      Question 5(b) (c) (d) 
 Most students chose this question rather than question 6.

Candidates answering the part (b) question on family life tended to give many reasons, rather 
than two developed ones therefore limiting the marks they could receive to two. 

  

Examiner Comments

This is correct and got 2 marks.
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   Question 6(a) 
 Candidates who answered this question mainly used the specifi cation defi nition. 

  

Examiner Tip

Candidates should write 2 developed reasons for the part (b) questions.

Examiner Comments

This response to the part (d) question did not gain more marks because it did not really address 
the issue of whether Muslims should get divorced. Students who answered this question well talked 
about Islam permitting divorce on the one hand, whilst it also being the most detested thing.

Examiner Comments

This is a correct answer and got 2 marks.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should learn the specifi cation defi nitions.
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       Question 6(b) (c) (d) 
 This question was not popular, although those who answered it did it well. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to put a line through the question they are not 
answering.

Examiner Comments

In this example the part (b) question has two brief reasons - they are more accepted and that they 
are given the same rights. The student has written a lot but has not really addressed the question.
The answer to the part (d) question gets 0 as this candidate has not followed instructions 
regarding answering one whole question and has answered 5(d).
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      Question 7(a) 
 Some students confused ethnicity with religion when answering this question. 

  

     Question 7(b) (c) (d) 
 Overall this section was the lowest scoring.

Students sometimes confused faith and ethnicity.

The question on why some Muslims work to support asylum seekers/immigrant workers in the 
UK is a new question for this specifi cation and students did not answer it well. Some students 
misunderstood and answered why immigrants came to the UK and some described the work done.  

  

Examiner Comments

This is a correct answer and got 2 marks.
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Examiner Tip

The easiest way to answer part (d) questions is to have 3 reasons for, and 3 reasons 
against the argument one of which must refer to Islam.

Examiner Comments

On the part (b) question, this student has given one brief reason (that you can learn about other 
religions) and one developed reason about conversion. The response to the part (c) question gets
3 marks for two brief reasons (that Muslims should help others, and because some Muslims may 
have been immigrants themselves)
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     Question 8(a) 
 Some students defi ned other key words but many students answered this correctly. 

  

     Question 8(b) (c) (d) 
 Students answered the part (b) question in a variety of ways, some talking about how the roles
of Muslim men and women have changed in the UK. Some students defi ned the roles but did not 
give reasons. 

  

Examiner Comments

This is a correct defi nition and got 2 marks.
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Examiner Tip

All (d) questions must refer to Islam if students are to access the higher marks.

Examiner Comments

The response to this part (c) question gives three clear points - it gives a teaching from the 
Qur’an, it says whatever the race, humans are all equal, and it talks about there being no 
difference on Judgement Day. The part (d) question can not get more than 3 marks as it does
not refer to Islam.
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 Grade Boundaries:

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E F G U

Raw boundary mark 80 66 56 46 36 29 22 15 8 0

Uniform mark scale 
boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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